Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 36, No. 6, November 2008 Anesthesiology is a single-volume work which is divided into nine colour-coded sections. Despite its size (which is about as large as can be comfortably managed), it is easy to negotiate the 98 chapters and the layout is clear and concise. It is highly readable; key clinical points are highlighted throughout and there are an abundance of high quality colour illustrations. There is an accompanying CD that contains all of the illustrations in the book, which can be copied into Word or Powerpoint documents (although for Mac users this will open in OS 10.4 but not 10.5).
Fortunately, the depth and breadth of Anesthesiology are matched by its contents. About two-thirds of the book is devoted to the core subjects of preoperative assessment, monitoring and regional and general anaesthesia for specific conditions. The remaining third covers a very diverse range of topics. Fifteen chapters are devoted to the management of the critically ill patient and four are devoted to chronic pain. While the section on practice management was more applicable to the North American readership, the coverage of other practice issues such as quality assurance, management of fatigue and substance abuse among anaesthesia providers was of universal relevance.
Anesthesiology is about a third smaller than Miller's Anesthesia (which is about the same price). While Miller aims to be more comprehensive, the practical, clinical focus of Anesthesiology will appeal to all levels of practising anaesthetists. In addition, the success of this book in encompassing the broad scope of modern anaesthesia helps to ensure the continued relevance of this type of publication. . This book resulted from the author's own preparation for the United States Board Exams and progressed to become a multi-authored textbook now in its second edition. It is primarily aimed at trainees and follows a question and answer format. The author and 13 contributors come from Houston, Texas and accordingly answers have a very regional approach that may not consistently represent that of Australasia and Europe.
This paperback book is arranged in 12 chapters of questions, followed by 12 chapters of suggested answers, along with references and some sample cases. The chapter topics include general aspects of anaesthesia, physiology of anaesthesia, pharmacology of anaesthesia, respiratory anaesthesia, cardiac anaesthesia, neuroanaesthesia, obstetric anaesthesia, paediatric anaesthesia, speciality anaesthesia, regional anaesthesia, pain management and other considerations. The questions are a mixture of FANZCA part 1 and 2 topics and are useful in integrating basic science and clinical management. By the nature of the book, the scope is not comprehensive and relies on a sound basic knowledge. Suggested textbook references are given in each chapter. The format is large A4 size, with large easy-to-read font, bolded key points and ample space to write additional notes. Those who like tables, schematics or diagrams will be disappointedthere are few! It may be that this lack of variety in presentation style detracts from the overall usefulness of such a book. The content lies between 'lecture note' type handbooks and formal textbooks -as such it has limited appeal for individual clinicians. In addition the lack of SI units, North American slant on drugs and specific techniques does make it less than ideal for an audience 'South of the Border' or even ' Across the pond!'
There are many instances of didactic statements that indicate clinical and management approaches different from Australasian practice. "Dopamine is the drug of choice in managing shock in the surgical intensive care unit", there is no mention of magnesium for management of phaechromocytoma surgery and barbiturates continue to be mentioned as part of premedication practice.
Despite these reservations, this publication may be a useful adjunct to departmental libraries as it does provide an alternative source of topics for FANZCA candidates and trial examiners, although candidates need to be aware of regional differences in management and the limitations of the United States approach to many topics.
M. klugeR Auckland, New Zealand Core Topics in Cardiac Anaesthesia. Eds J. H.
Mackay, J. E. Arrowsmith; Cambridge University Press, The Edinburgh Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK; $170.00; 190×250 mm; pp. 367; ISBN: 978-0-521-868419. The stated aim of this book is to "…provide a sound grounding in all of the core topics" "aimed at anaesthetic trainees in the first 3-6 months of subspecialty training in cardiac anaesthesia and critical care". The authors have sought to provide a reference for the commonly asked trainee questions. The book was first published in 2004 and this is a reprint rather than a second edition.
This book should be viewed as a pocket guide (though too big for a pocket) as each chapter is only four to five pages of clear, easy-to-read text, with useful diagrams and tables. The content is comprehensive, covering all topics including embryology, physiology, pharmacology and all aspects of anaesthesia for cardiac surgery.
For the reader seeking more information there is a suggested reading list at the end of each chapter which directs you to journals, books and websites. The references are invariably pre 2004.
A major shortcoming of the book, however, is the absence of referencing: an unforgivable omission in the age of evidence-based practice.
Overall, a book which is probably past its use-by date in a rapidly changing field. A new edition would be worth a look for trainees or those wanting to answer trainee questions. The 10 years since the first edition have seen a radical revision of chapter organisation, contents, contributing authors and expansion of the editorial staff. A new publisher has resulted in better layout, table design and paper quality. It remains a comprehensive and relatively contemporaneous review of the body systems and diseases affected by pregnancy, with no rival in the obstetric anaesthetic literature. With the last decade's explosion in medical publishing, online referencing has become the first choice for current information. This text complements the Internet as an easily accessible basic resource of expert opinion drawn from recognised authorities in the field. Despite this, not all topics are well covered and the index is sometimes wanting. The total number of chapters and contributing authors is similar but with the addition of two chapters on malignancy and chronic pain. Chapters on acute resuscitation and airway management have been now left to others, keeping the text near its original size.
B. tuRneR
The focus is on the condition rather than providing 'cookbook' advice for individual situations that may be encountered at short notice. The labour ward or anaesthetic duty room would be an ideal place for this text.
The editors are to be congratulated for their efforts in providing a truly revised edition that remains even better value, at a price close to what it was ten years earlier! A. Ross Heidelberg, Victoria -13: 978-0-7817-7938-3 ; ISBN-10: 0-7817-7938-3. This is the second edition of a book first published in 1999. Since the first edition there have been considerable advances in knowledge and understanding of the genetics, biochemistry and pathophysiology of the congenital syndromes and diseases of childhood and how they influence anaesthesia.
Written by two US authors credentialed in both paediatrics and anaesthesia, it uses an encyclopaedic approach to categorise and facilitate searching the many diverse and often eponymous names in current use. As such, its use depends on being aware of the terminology in use and the diagnosis applying to a particular patient. To help this process, there is a useful glossary listing some of the terminology and the various syndromes are then listed alphabetically (or numerically) throughout the book. There are no separate chapters, nor an index, but the various descriptions are well cross-referenced with synonyms and related conditions. This lack of an index, or a systemic approach as in other books of this genre, is not the disadvantage it might appear to be, however it does mean a few blind alleys are explored in a search for the correct syndromic term in some cases.
The separate descriptions of each condition are comprehensive and vary from a concise but adequate paragraph to more expansive reviews extending to a couple of pages or more, reflecting the anaesthetic importance and the published literature available. These descriptions are illustrated somewhat sparsely with monochrome images, some of which are a little dated and of poor technical quality. While this does not detract from the usefulness of the book it may be worth addressing in future editions, although cost may preclude extensive use of colour images in such a
